How to Use ‘A’ and ‘The’
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e General hints about using ‘a’, ‘an’, ‘the’ and ‘no article’.

Section 2 Part 1: EXplanation..........cccveeciiiiiiiieiiieeciie ettt 8
e We use ‘the’ with something known and ‘a’ or ‘an’ with something
unknown.
Section 2 Part 2: Known because we already talked about it...........ccceeveeveveencnieennnenn. 9
e [ bought an apple and an orange. The apple was delicious.
Section 2 Part 3: Known because we mentioned something connected ..................... 11

e [ went into my kitchen. The oven was on fire.
Section 2 Part 4: The listener / reader might know which one we mean because it’s

obvious from the physical situation Near US..........cccceeevvverirerieenieesieennnenns 11
e Please pass me the glass (on the table near me).

Section 2 Part 5: We say which one mean in the sentence ...........cccccceeeveerienirenenne. 13
12 Relative ClauSEes ....cc.ueeuieiiiieiieeieeiteeieee ettt 13
e [ bought the book that you recommended.
2: Prepositional Phrases ..........ccccoecveeiieiiieiieciiesieciceee e 14
e He took the money on the table.
3: “The back Of7 €1C ..eeuiiiiiiiiee e 14
e There’s a map on the back of the page.
A SUPETIATIVES ..ottt ettt e et eeaaeens 15
e John is the tallest in his family.
5: Certain AdJECTIVES ...eieevieeiieeeciieeeiie ettt e e rre e e e e e 15
e ‘The same’, ‘the first’, ‘the only’.
6: ‘Next’ and ‘last’ with time eXpressions: ........ccceeeeveereerieerieenieerieeneenns 16
e ‘The next bus’, but ‘next week’.

Section 2 Part 6: Unique thingS..........ccccueeiieiiiiiieiieeie et 17
e ‘The sun’, ‘the Queen’.

SECION 2 SUMMATY: ...viiiiiiieiiieeeiee et e et e e e eteeesteeesaeeesaaeeessbeeessseeessaesnsneessseeennses 19

Section 3 Part 1: EXplanation..........ccceeeiiieiiiieeiie ettt 22

e Weuse ‘the’ or ‘a’ with particular things, and we use ‘no article’ when
we are talking in general.

Section 3 Part 2: Difficulties — how to decide if something is general or specific?.... 23
o “The art of the 14™ century’ but ‘14" century art’.
Section 3 Summary: 24
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Section 4 Part 1: ‘“The’ + adjective to mean the whole of a particular group.............. 26
e The Japanese, the rich, the unemployed.

Section 4 Part 2: IIINESSES.....cueruuerrieriirieniieie ettt sttt sttt st 28
e The ‘flu, the measles.

Section 4 Part 3: ‘The’ with geographical oppoSItions ..........cccceveeevveeeiveesiieeesreeenee 29
e The city, the countryside.

Section 4 Part 4: “The’ with Weather...........ccccoeeciiiiiiiiceece e 29
e The wind, the snow.

Section 4 Part 5: ‘The’ with entertainment ............ccceceveerierienienienienceeseeseee e 29
e The ballet, the cinema.

Section 4 Part 6: ‘The’ with shops and other businesses ..........ccccceeveeevveercieercneeenee. 29
e The pub, the Post Office.

Section 4 Part 7: ‘The” with musical INStrumMents ...........cccceeevereererienieienieneeeeene 30
e He plays the piano.

Section 4 Part 8: “The’ With transSpoTt.........cceeeeiieeriiieeeiie et 30
e We took the bus.

Section 4 Part 9: ‘The’ with communication and media............coccevvevienenieneenennene 31
e We listened to the radio.

Section 4 Part 10: Words which are NOT eXceptions.........ccceevveeerieeeceveesiieeesneeenne 32
e Nature, technology, space.

Section 4 Part 11: “The’ with cOMPAratives ..........ceccveeeeieeeriie e 35
e The more I study, the more I know.

SECHION 4 SUMIMATY: ...eeiivieiieiiieite ettt rtee et iteete et e ssbeesaesaaeesbeessseeseessseenseennns 35

Section 5 Part 1: We use ‘a/an’ to classify or give more information about things or
PEOPIE ettt st e e e eaeenteas 39
1: Singular countable NOUNS: ........c..oeeiiiiiiiiecie e 39
e He’s a teacher.
e She’s alovely girl.

e They are teachers.
e They are beautiful shoes.

Section 5 Part 2: “THEIE 1S / QT ... eeeeeeeeee e eeeee e e e e e e e 41
e There’s a train station in my village.
Section 5 Part 3: EXCLamMAtIONS. .....oovveemmneee et e e e eeeaaeeeeeeeeeaenanan 41

e What a lovely day!

Section 5 Part 4: We use ‘a/an’ in expressions that tell us ‘how much’ or ‘how many’
OF “NOW OFtEN ...t 42
e [ go to arestaurant once a week.
e She drives at 70 miles an hour.
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Section 5 Part 5: QUANtIfIErS ......cveieeuiiieiiiicie e 43
The difference between ‘a little’ and ‘little’ and ‘a few’ and ‘few’:................... 43
e She has few friends.
e He has a little money.

Section 5 Part 6: Numbers and amounts ...........coceeverierieerienieneenienieneeeeeee e 44
e She won a thousand pounds.
AV 1RO o) s LA USSR 44
e ‘I’d like a coffee’ or ‘I’d like one coffee’.
SECtION 5 SUMMATY: ...viiiiiiiiiiie ettt e et e et e e e te e e eraeeeaaeesssaeesaseeennnes 45
Section 6 Part 1: LangUaGES ......cccveevieriieeiieiieeie ettt ettt sre e seae e ene 48
e They speak German.
Section 6 Part 2: TIME WOTAS ....cc.veeeeiieeiiieeie ettt e 48
1: Months and days of the WeeK:.........cccceeviiiiiieiiiiniieiieeeeee e 48
e We went in January.
2: Parts 0f the day:.....ccoviieeieeee e 48
e He drinks tea in the morning.
Section 6 Part 3: MEalS.....c..cccuiiiiiiiiiiieieeiee ettt 49
e We have dinner about eight.
Section 6 Part 4: SPOTLS ......ccciieiiiie et e e 50
e He likes playing golf.
Section 6 Part 5: Institutions (church, university, school etc)...........cccoeeveevierirenennne. 50
e ‘She studies at university’ or ‘we met outside the university’.
Section 6 Part 6: EXCEPLIONS. ......ccviiiiiriieiiieriieeie ettt ettt sre e eeaeensee e 51
L2 B ettt 51
e [stayed in bed.
27 HOIMIE ..ttt 52
e They went home early.
3: Work (USed @S @ NOUN).....cccviieeiiieciie et eetee ettt sreeesveeeeenee s 52
e What time do you arrive at work?
A2 TOWIL ettt ettt et sat e et beesaneea 52
e Let’s go into town this afternoon.
Section 6 Part 7: With ‘question...” and ‘number...” ........cccceeviiieeniiieecieeeeee e 53

e What’s the answer to question 4?

Section 7 part 1: Prepositional Phrases ...........cccceevieiiieniieiiieiieeieeeece e 56
e ‘Inthe way’, ‘for a change’.

Section 7 part 2: TAIOMS, ©1C.......cciieiieriieeiieiiie ettt ettt et eaee e e 57
e ‘Under the weather’, ‘call it a day’.

SECtION 7 SUMIMATY: ...veiiiiiieiiieeciee et e et e e e e e teeestee e aee e taeeessreeesseeesseesssseessseeennnes 58
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Section 8 Part 1: Hints about proper NOUNS...........cccvvereeieeeeiieeireeeiveeeiveeeveeeeree e 60
Section 8 Part 2: Geographical NAMES..........ccceeviieriiiriiieiieeieeeeeie e 60
T NO ARTICLE ...ttt eaae e enns 60
e Lake Geneva, Mount Fuji, India.
2ETHE ..ot an 61
e The UK, the Nile, the Atlantic.
Section 8 Part 3: P1laces iN @ CILY ...ccoveeeiiiieeiiieciie et 63
LiTHE oottt e e e e e e et e e e eeaaeeeeenns 63
e The British Museum, the National Theatre.
2:NO ARTICLE ..ot ane e 64
e Hyde Park, Heathrow Airport.
SECtiON 8 SUMMATY: ...oeiiiiiiiiiiieeciee ettt eee et e e te e et eeetaeeesseesaaeesssaeesssaeennnes 65
Exercise 47: FINAl REVIEW L........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiecieee et 68
Exercise 48: FINAal REVIEW 2.....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e et e e e e e 68
Exercise 49: FINal REVIEW 3......ooooiiiiiiiiiiieeeciee ettt 69
Exercise 50: FINal REVIEW G....ooooiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt 69
Exercise 51: FINAl REVIEW S......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiececeee et 70
ExXercise 52: FINAl REVIEW O......cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 71
Exercise 53: FINAl REVIEW 7.....ooiiiiiiiiiiciieie et 71
Exercise 54: FINal REVIEW 8......coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee ettt 72
Exercise 55: FINAl REVIEW O.....ooooiiiiiiiiiiiieeccee e 73
Exercise 56: FInal ReVIEW 10......cccuvuiiiiiiiiiiiieeee et 73
When to ChOOSE @7 OF ‘AN .. ..uiiiiiiieiie e 75
e Anumbrella, a uniform.
How to pronounce “the’: .........c.coociiiiiieeiiieeceeee et 75
NAMES OF JEHETS ... e 76

e A PDF, an MP.

Common OF Proper NOUNS? .....ccoouuiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e e e e s eiaeeeeennes 78
e Books, London.
Countable and Uncountable NOUNS:.........c..ccovuiiiiiiieiiie et 78
List of common uncountable NOUNS: ............ccccouiiiiiiiiiee e 79
e Homework, research, luggage.
SPECIAL CASES:..envieiiieniieeiit ettt ettt ettt ettt et ettt e bt e et e e teesnbeenaeeenbeenneas 80

e ‘Two coffees’, ‘many cheeses’.
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Nouns that can be either countable or uncountable: ............cccoceveevinieniiinennen. 81
e ‘Iread a paper every day’ or ‘can I have some paper?’

The difference between ‘some’ and ‘no article’ ..........cccveeviieiiiiieeiiiecceece e, 84
e ‘I bought milk’ or ‘I bought some milk’.
The difference between ‘some’ and ‘any’:............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianenn, 85

¢ ‘You can take any bus’, ‘do you have some stamps?’

ANSWETS T0 SECHION 2....vviiiiieeiiiiee ettt e ettt et e e e e et e e e eetaeeeeeetaeeeeeeaaeeeeensnreeeas 87
ANSWETS 10 SECHION 3.t e e e et e e e e e s e s et aaaeeeeeeeesennnnes 91
ANSWETS 10 SECHION 4.ttt e e e e ettt e e e e e s e s ssnaaaaeeeeeeeesennnnes 93
ANSWETS 10 SECHION 5. .eviiiiiiiiiiiic et e e e e e e e et e e e eetaeeeeenaneeeeas 98
ANSWETS T0 SECHION Ottt e et e e e e e e e essaaaaeeeeeeeesenanes 101
ANSWETS 10 SECLION 7.ttt eeee e e e e e e e e e eeaae e e e eeareeeeenanreeeeennees 103
ANSWETS 10 SECHION B ...ttt et e e e e e e e essaarbeeeeeeessennnes 105
ANSWETS 10 SECHION O...vviiiiiiiiiieic et e et e e e e e anees 109
ANSWETS 10 APPENAIX 1 .oiiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt et e e e ba e e eaaee s 115
ANSWETS 10 APPENAIX 2.ttt ettt ettt ettt et et eebeeseaeesbeessaeenseeseseenseennns 115
ANSWETS 10 APPENAIX 3 .oiiiiiiiiiieeiie ettt ettt e ae e e e e e ereeeaaeeenseeesnneeas 118
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